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The Cape Breton Post 4 Find. Rate. Share.

SYDNEY — The Canadian Forces is launching an investigation into the conduct of several (i o SEEIEIN (G @ [pReelics; @ Sriss

soldiers who served alongside Matthew Wilcox in Afghanistan.
The Cape Breton Post has learned the commander of the reserve forces in Nova Scotia and

or a local company?

Prince Edward Island is looking into allegations of misuse of weapons by reservists, which SEARCH

surfaced in two short video clips that were entered into evidence by the defence during

Wilcox’s court martial.
Col. Tom Stinson, commander of 36 Brigade Group, said now that Wilcox has been s

sentenced to four years in prison for the shooting death of Cpl. Kevin Megeney, the forces can
ask probing questions of its soldiers.
“We’re going to find out what happened, when it happened and in what context it happened,” TOP 10 ARTICLES

Stinson told the Post. Most Viewed | Most Discussed
“And, yeah, we’re going to find out if there were other people doing stupid things.”

Wilcox’s defence team first disclosed the video clips in court July 9 during the testimony of Lahey turns himself in; diocese in a place of
Sgt. Nathan Crosby, a close friend of Megeney’s who bunked with both him and Wilcox while *brokenness and vulnerability”

in Afghanistan. Forces looking for ‘other Wilcoxs”

In the most shocking clip, which was taped while reservists were on exercises at CFB Paying for your sins

Wainwright, Alta. in October 2006, Crosby was shown holding a pistol to the head of his
section commander, Sgt. Brad Joyce. Several soldiers could be heard laughing in the
background.
: \ One soldier asks, “Do you have anything nice to say about Crosby?” and Joyce, smiling, says Filming of Jon & Kate kids halted after father issues
i he had nothing nice to say about his second-in-charge. cease-and-desist order
StOI'm TraCker “Click,” said Crosby, a grainy figure in the video, as he pulled the trigger. Reversing the tides of entitlements
A second video showed Crosby, who races to assemble a 9-mm pistol, point it at the First-place Capers to wrap up regular season
cameraman and pull t.he tr?gger. X . X Countdown is on to Celtic Colours
The barrel of the gun is pointed toward Megeney, who is holding the video camera.
During the trial, Crosby testified that despite acknowledging this was against standard
‘ OBITUARIES operating procedures, he did nothing wrong because he had “proven it safe” by ensuring the
IN MEMORIAM.CA pistol's chamber and magazine were empty.
ALWAYS IN OUR HEARTS ‘ He agreed with the defence that what he did was a serious violation of weapon procedures

and it set a “very good example” of the cavalier attitude of weapon safety of some soldiers in D Fi “der
e miery A

Lawyer expects lengthy appeal
Wilful violation

Pirates, Canadians host Bay Ducks this weekend

Local Deals, local advertisers, everyday!

Stinson described the vast majority of his soldiers as the “best trained and the best equipped October 2, 2009
SUBSCRIBE : N - ’
e in the world,” but he conceded there were problems in the platoon. !
Sy Leein “| can say | have enough of a concern that I'm going to dig deeper and I’'m going to find out. The Cape Breton Post Video-on-Demand
Forgot Password? But | don’t want to jump to conclusions yet,” he said. -

“To ask if these guys might face penalties, it’s too early to ask, it’s too early to tell you.” g ) ¥

SECTIONS Military law expert Col. (Ret’d) Michel Drapeau expects the Wilcox case will have wide-ranging

Community News implications.

During the prosecutor’s closing address, Maj. Jason Samson said many leaders in the
Local News forces were awaiting a sentence harsh enough to deter soldiers from mishandling weapons. Lieutenant Kites Fly Over Sgt. Nathan
Regional Headlines “Will they think and pause before playing a game of quick draw?” Samson asked military Governors Baddeck MYL""D'ES
BUaineasiNews judge Cmdr. Peter Lamont. Community Spirit 2-mm pistol
—— . . e, . . . . Award
Lifestyles Drapeau, who was once a reservist, questioned how a military that prides itself in being a — ) | o

leadership-driven organization allowed these incidents to occur. view all | submit video

Sports “I think the problem is not only with Wilcox, there’s probably a certain familiarity with (soldiers
Entertainment mishandling weapons) and if it is, then there’s been a failing somewhere along the way,” he
Community Calendar said from his Ottawa law office, Thursday. .I.h O .
“I'm not suggesting we should send other people to jail. I'm just suggesting we take a bloody e .CO

BLOGS

hard look at it to see if there’s any other Wilcoxs.”
Columnists National Defence Minister Peter MacKay, who is reviewing the Wilcox decision, does not Dive into a new job
View Classifieds “involve himself in a chain of command issue” and would not be commenting on the case,
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according to an e-mail reply from his press secretary Jay Paxton.

Drapeau called on Ottawa to investigate how soldiers handle their weapons following
Wilcox’s guilty verdict.

He said an inspector general should have been appointed as an arm’s-length body to
investigate military matters following the Somalia Inquiry in 1994.

While reserve training exercises are evaluated every couple of years, Stinson said he is taking
his own steps to ensure soldiers follow all regulations.

“I'm drilling down through my commanding officers that they are vigilant and ... are continually
watching for people, who may, through bad judgement, think of mishandling their weapons,
(and) that they deal with it right away.”

cshannon@cbpost.com
02/10/09
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Recent local news:

o Lahey turns himself in; diocese in a place of ‘brokenness and vulnerability’ [=] 07/70/09
11:46 PM

o Lawyer expects lengthy appeal [ 01/10/09 11:46 PM

o Misuse of weapsons by reservists to be investigated = 07/70/09 9:52 PM

e Former bishop Lahey turns himself in to Ottawa police @ 11 01/10/09 4:48 PM
e Former bishop arrested on child porn charges @ 80 01/10/09 1:51 PM

o Wilcox sentenced to four years in prison [Zl16 01/10/09 12:17 PM

o Committee formed to draft sustainability plan for regional municipality (=] 30/09/09 11:36
PM

o Wilcox sentenced to four years in prison [S]13 30/09/09 8:07 PM
o Recently resigned bishop facing child porn charges [Zl67 30/09/09 3:58 PM

o Council votes in favour of sustainability committee, Morgan says no [Z]3 30/09/09 2:36
PM

e Hunter safe after spending night in the woods 30/09/09 11:00 AM

e Police investigating single vehicle accident 30/09/09 9:54 AM

o Deadly horse virus found in Nova Scotia [S13 30/09/09 9:48 AM

e CBU professor attends historic UN meeting =] 29/09/09 11:30 PM
o Wilcox expected to be sentenced today =17 29/09/09 11:30 PM
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