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Canada sees progress in Afghanistan
Pajhwok Correspondent - Jun 4, 2009 - 11:23

WASHINGTON (PAN): A major contributor to peace and stability in post-Taliban
Afghanistan, Canada believes the war-battered country has shown remarkable
improvement in defending its communities.

Canadian Minister for International Trade and Chair of the Cabinet Committee on
Afghanistan Stockwell Day told reporters the improvement had been possible due to the
significant contribution made by Ottawa in training and mentoring Afghan police and
judicial officials.

As a result, Afghan officials are better equipped and are demonstrating a marked
improvement in their ability to safeguard their own communities. Day said in Ottawa. He
also released the fourth quarterly report on Afghanistan.

Highlighting one of the central elements of Canadas engagement in Afghanistan, which is
to advance the rule of law, the report said through Canadian mentoring and training
efforts, the Afghan National Security Force (ANSF) have demonstrated marked
improvements in Kandahar.

By the end of the quarter, Afghan soldiers and police were mounting a growing number
of effective and independent operations, it added. The ANSF have been finding more
IEDs as a result of their improved capability to solicit tips from the public and detect
such devices.

Further, the highest capacity milestone was maintained by the Afghan National Army
Brigade Headquarters and one battalion, while the second-highest milestone was
reached by four other battalions, according to the document.

Day described advancing the rule of law as one of the central elements of Canadas
mission in Afghanistan. Canadas efforts continue to be guided by our six priorities as we
help Afghanistan rebuild a viable country that is better governed, more peaceful and
more secure.
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Pajhwok Photo Service

KABUL, Jun 06 2009: Two young girl
vendors look to photographs of a
newspaper on a roadside in Kabul.
PAJHWOK/Safya Saifi
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