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Afghan police killed a Taliban militant who allegedly played a key role in the July kidnappings of 23 South
Koreans, officials said yesterday.

Mullah Mateen was among 16 militants killed in fighting late Monday in Ghazni province, where the group
had been kidnapped, said Ghazni deputy Gov. Kazim Allayar.

A Taliban spokesperson said he was not able to comment on the claim, also made by a senior police official.
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The Conservative government rolled out Canada's ambassador to Afghanistan and senior officials yesterday as
part of a renewed effort to shore up flagging support for the Afghan mission.

Arif Lalani insisted progress is being made toward building a civil society, and said security is improving in
southern Afghanistan while acknowledging Canadian troops are fighting to retake ground they fought and
died for last year.

"There is always a back and forth in war," the ambassador said in a conference call during a briefing at the
Foreign Affairs Department.

"What we need to focus on is the net result. . . . there is actually more security, more Afghan National Army
working with us, more Afghan National Police, more people at work than ever before in recent history, more
kids in school.

"In short there's more economic development and security now than we had previously. You shouldn't just
take a snapshot in time."

The briefing included officials from the Canadian army, the Canadian International Development Agency
(CIDA), a senior Foreign Affairs official, as well as Lalani, who was appointed to the post in Kabul four
months ago.

It's part of a wider government strategy that recently saw both Foreign Affairs Minister Maxime Bernier,
Defence Minister Peter MacKay and a senior Canadian general play up what they said are the successes of the
mission.

With the Bloc Qu b cois and other opposition parties threatening to bring down the minority Conservative
government over the Afghan mission, Lalani said he was disappointed at the way the war was being portrayed
in the media at home.

Blaming the news media has become a routine complaint for both the Conservatives and the military, though
some government departments have for most of the mission been inaccessible, often refusing interviews and

redirecting questions to senior officials in Ottawa.

Following the roadside bombing death of Glyn Berry, the political director of Canada's provincial
reconstruction base in Kandahar, the reconstruction side of the country's mission virtually ground to halt.

Tories ramp up PR for Afghan mission 2



A development official, who spoke on background only, highlighted a planned distribution of food aid to
Afghans in the coming days.

The delivery of parcels, apparently part of $4.9 million in emergency food aid announced last year, comes
after criticism from a Europe—based think—tank.

The Senlis Council has complained that refugees have been driven from their homes by fighting and are
starving.

Senior government officials also said Canada will be sending 22 more civilian police officers to help the
European Union train the Afghan National Police, who've been persistent targets of Taliban militants.

Tories ramp up PR for Afghan mission
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Prime Minister Stephen Harper cut short the current session of Parliament yesterday and will bring MPs back
to work a month later than scheduled — on Oct. 16 — with a new throne speech and the renewed threat of a
fall federal election.

Nineteen months into the government's term, Harper said it is time to "launch the next phase of our mandate."
"Canadians gave us a mandate for change but we're just," he said in a statement that did not give any hints
about the way forward in the new session. Previously, he has said he will continue with the priorities set out in

the last election rather than set a new policy agenda in the fall.

The move lets the government clear out legislation stalled by the opposition's refusal of support and the
unwillingness of the Conservatives to submit to changes.

This applies to Harper's law—and—order agenda as well as environmental initiatives.

But in order to avoid a snap election the throne speech must have the support of a majority of MPs. That vote
will likely launch a showdown over the Canadian mission in Afghanistan and its future after the current
commitment ends in February 2009.

The government has promised a vote on the mission this fall.

"Our party will be ready for an election," Liberal leader Stephane Dion said in an interview from Quebec's
Saguenay region.

"It's not what we want. We want the government to work, but if there is an election let me tell you that we'll
be ready."

Dion also said he wants to see an environment bill that was rewritten by opposition parties be returned when
Parliament resumes.

He also wants a plan to tackle poverty and a strategy for competitiveness in the manufacturing and resource
sectors.
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Gov. Gen. Micha lle Jean made the announcement on Harper's advice following a meeting of the cabinet's
top—level priorities and planning committee yesterday afternoon. MPs were to have returned to work in
Ottawa on Sept. 17 following a three—month summer break.

"I expect that you will see on Oct. 16 some new approaches and initiatives. And of course there was some
legislation that was in this Parliament that didn't make it across the finish line that will obviously seek to

restore as well," said Government House leader Peter Van Loan.

A senior Conservative explained the decision as one borne of frustration at the combative state of the current
Parliament.

Harper, the Tory said, is "stymied and he can't do anything."
The official also described the move as a political gamble. It will either give the Tories a pass to govern freely
until a budget is presented in spring 2008 or it will lead to an election the party thinks would at least result in

another Tory minority.

"From our calculation there will not be a majority government. There will be another minority and we think
it's going to be us," the Conservative said. "It's an election if necessary but not necessarily an election."

NDP leader Jack Layton criticized Harper for "locking out" MPs when they should be hard at work.

"Stephen Harper is wasting another month while we could be fighting climate change in order to write an
unnecessary Throne Speech," Layton said in a statement.

HARPER DELAYS RETURN TO HILL; Starting new session of Parliament in October means a newbthrone :



Soldier settles into life at home; After six months in
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He is delighted to be home but John MacDonald still fights to adjust. The corporal in the Royal Canadian
Regiment is just beginning to settle in to the gleaming split—level house in Lincoln that his new bride found,
purchased and furnished in his absence.

"Things are a lot different," says MacDonald, who returned last month from a six—month mission in
Afghanistan, with Karen Clifford curled up on the couch beside him. "Karen has been home alone for six

months and has developed her own routine.

"So I am trying to help when I can tell that she needs it, while still staying out of her way at the same time. It
has been something."

Although never in combat, MacDonald witnessed the ravages of war. Twenty—two Canadian soldiers died
during his tour, including eight in one dreadful week that began on Easter Sunday.

MacDonald, who is based at CFB Gagetown and worked out of the battle group's headquarters at Kandahar
Air Field, helped recover the effects of some of those men killed by roadside bombs in attacks three days

apart. Seven of the eight soldiers had ties to New Brunswick.

"When I went to Afghanistan I knew I was going to a war and I knew some people were going to die, that it
was only a matter of time," MacDonald says. "You don't want it to happen, of course, but it does.

"We went through their stuff, separated their personal belongings from their professional gear. They were
handled with the dignity and the respect they deserved.

"We accept it. You become numb in a way, just do what needs to be done. It comes down to it being part of
the job."

Clifford says friends have noticed that her husband is more withdrawn.
"Everyone keeps asking him what's wrong, because he is normally such a happy guy," she says.

"He has a shorter temper. I don't know if it is caused by having been around all of that testosterone for so
long, or from being in that pressure cooker, but it's shorter for sure," she says.

Soldier settles into life at home; After six months in Afghanistan, family and friends notice a change6n corpo



"But it's nothing extraordinary. I don't want to send him back or anything. I'm very happy to have him home.
It is almost like I lived on pins and needles for six months, worrying about him.

"I'm not negative "" I try very hard to think positively "" but I'm realistic as well."

The couple, who met two years ago while MacDonald was out carousing with buddies, originally planned to
marry this summer.

Instead, they were wed in January with only a few days' notice after he suddenly received word that he was
headed for Afghanistan.

"He apologized, but I realized he didn't have a choice," says Clifford, a pediatric nurse at the Everett Chalmers
Regional Hospital.

"They would have sent him to jail if he didn't go.
"But I did think about injuring him, though, so he couldn't leave."

A mother of three, the youngest a seven—year—old about to start Grade 3 this week, Clifford lost weight from
stress while her husband was taking part in the NATO-led mission against the Taliban.

Not only did she work, but she also set up a new household.

"I picked out our house, bought it, packed up all of our belongings, unpacked them, spent a lot of money
furnishing the house, and mowed the lawn a lot of the time," she said. "But it was my choice.

"I wanted to settle in."

MacDonald has been home since Aug. 4, and says it is likely that he will return to Kandahar if Canada
extends its commitment to the mission beyond 2009.

More than 700 soldiers from New Brunswick participated in the same six—month tour as MacDonald.

Soldier settles into life at home; After six months in Afghanistan, family and friends notice a changen corpo
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They're jokingly called "tour babies" —— the crop of children that seems to appear during and after military

tours of duty overseas.
Agencies that support military families across Canada say they've noticed signs of a baby boom in the wake of
major deployments to Afghanistan — a rising demand for infant care and swelling numbers of pregnant

women joining support groups on the home bases.

"I've seen lots of new little babies in the last little while," said Beth Corey, executive director of the Military
Family Resource Centre at CFB Gagetown, home to about 4,000 soldiers.

Groups of five or six military wives, many of them pregnant, have regularly gathered for coffee over the
summer to talk about their spouses' deployment to Afghanistan and to compare notes on their due dates.

"They were all about a month or two apart from each other," Corey said an interview yesterday.

Soldiers from Gagetown trained at CFB Wainwright in Alberta last fall for this year's Afghanistan mission,
and that's when Corey began to notice a lot of pregnant women.

"We kind of joked around and called them the 'Wainwright babies,' "she said.

Many of the Gagetown soldiers are young, just starting their families, so that could also help account for a
boom in pregnancies.

Return ceremonies, which began at Gagetown in July and just wrapped up on Saturday, routinely saw wives
bringing babies born during the deployment to meet their daddies for the first time.

"There's something about that reunion stuff," Corey said. "Absence certainly makes the heart grow fonder."

Capt. Mark Peebles began to notice a lot of babies and young children at Edmonton Garrison when he
returned from a tour of duty in Afghanistan last summer.

Peebles, 33, and his wife Kimberley, already had a seven—month—old son, Thomas, when he was sent to
Afghanistan in February 2006.

Less than 48 hours before he left, he found out that his wife was pregnant again.
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"It gave me some trepidation, because I'm leaving her alone with a seven— month—old and she's pregnant and
it's going to be that way for seven months," he said.

He arrived home in August 2006 and his son Luke was born in October.

"The guys talk amongst each other, and sometimes family planning takes a back seat to the heat of the
moment when you come home. It's not unheard of."

Rosa Parlin, executive director of the Military Family Resource Centre at Edmonton Garrison, said the
centre's nursery now has a waiting list of up to two years.

"We've never seen a wait list like that," she said.

"We tell people as soon as they get pregnant, 'If you're thinking of going back to work, put your name on the
list.""

Department of National Defence officials in Ottawa couldn't immediately supply any hard numbers on a
possible Canadian military baby boom, but there's proof that the Iraq war has caused one in the United States.

About 19,000 soldiers returned to Fort Stewart, Ga., in the first months of 2006.

Nine months later the military hospital began delivering more than 100 babies a month, compared with 76 per
month the previous year.

Fort Hood in Texas saw deliveries peak at 289 in March 2006, well above the 213 average.

And in Fort Campbell, Ky., the hospital is bracing to deliver 210 babies a month soon, nearly twice the usual
number.

The baby rush is expected to follow last fall's return of about 20,000 soldiers with the 101st Airborne
Division.

Minor baby booms at Cdn. bases related to deployment; Canadian military bases know them joking® as 'toL



Base baby boom about to blast off
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They're jokingly called "tour babies" —— the crop of children that seems to appear during and after military

tours of duty overseas.

Agencies that support military families across Canada say they've noticed signs of a baby boom in the wake of
major deployments to Afghanistan — a rising demand for infant care and swelling numbers of pregnant
women joining

support groups on the home bases.

"I've seen lots of new little babies in the last little while," said Beth Corey, executive director of the Military
Family Resource Centre at Canadian Forces Base Gagetown, home to about 4,000 soldiers.

Groups of five or six military wives, many of them pregnant, have regularly gathered for coffee over the
summer to talk about their spouses' deployment to Afghanistan and to compare notes on their due dates.

"They were all about a month or two apart from each other,"” Corey said an interview Tuesday.

Soldiers from Gagetown trained at CFB Wainwright in Alberta last fall for this year's Afghanistan mission,
and that's when Corey began to notice a lot of pregnant women.

"We kind of joked around and called them the 'Wainwright babies,' "she said.

Many of the Gagetown soldiers are young, just starting their families, so that could also help account for a
boom in pregnancies.

Return ceremonies, which began at Gagetown in July and just wrapped up on Saturday, routinely saw wives
bringing babies born during the deployment to meet their daddies for the first time.

"There's something about that reunion stuff," Corey said. "Absence certainly makes the heart grow fonder."

Capt. Mark Peebles began to notice a lot of babies and young children at Edmonton Garrison when he
returned from a tour of duty in Afghanistan last summer.

Peebles, 33, and his wife Kimberley, already had a seven—month—old son, Thomas, when he was sent to
Afghanistan in February 2006.

Less than 48 hours before he left, he found out that his wife was pregnant again.
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"It gave me some trepidation, because I'm leaving her alone with a seven— month—old and she's pregnant and
it's going to be that way for seven months," he said.

He arrived home in August 2006 and his son Luke was born in October.

"The guys talk amongst each other, and sometimes family planning takes a back seat to the heat of the
moment when you come home. It's not unheard of."

Rosa Parlin, executive director of the Military Family Resource Centre at Edmonton Garrison, said the
centre's nursery now has a waiting list of up to two years.

"We tell people as soon as they get pregnant, 'If you're thinking of going back to work, put your name on the
list." "
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The Conservative government rolled out Canada's ambassador to Afghanistan and senior officials yesterday as
part of a renewed effort to shore up flagging support for the Afghan mission.

Arif Lalani insisted progress is being made toward building a civil society, and said security is improving in
southern Afghanistan while acknowledging Canadian troops are fighting to retake ground they fought and
died for last year.

"There is always a back and forth in war," the ambassador said in a conference call during a briefing at the
Foreign Affairs Department. "What we need to focus on is the net result. If you look in Kandahar, and if you
look throughout the rest of the country in Afghanistan, there is actually more security, more Afghan National
Army working with us, more Afghan National Police, more people at work than ever before in recent history,
more kids in school.

"In short, there's more economic development and security now than we had previous. You shouldn't just take
a snapshot in time."

The briefing included officials from the Canadian army, the Canadian International Development Agency
(CIDA), a senior Foreign Affairs official, as well as Lalani, who was appointed to the post in Kabul four
months ago.

It's part of a wider government strategy that recently saw both Foreign Affairs Minister Maxime Bernier,
Defence Minister Peter MacKay and a senior Canadian general play up what they said are the successes of the
mission.

With the Bloc Quebecois and other opposition parties threatening to bring down the minority Conservative
government over the Afghan mission, Lalani said he was disappointed at the way the war was being portrayed

at home.

"Whether the progress is reported or not, the fact is progress is being made and the people here see it every
day," said the career diplomat.

Blaming the news media for the reluctance of Canadians to embrace the mission has become a routine
complaint for both the Conservatives and the military.
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Prime Minister Stephen Harper moved to open a fresh chapter in the life of his minority government,
announcing yesterday he would begin a new session of Parliament on Oct. 16 with a revised set of priorities
outlined in a throne speech.

This new policy framework, which is expected to focus heavily on economic issues, will serve as an
enticement to voters who so far have seemed unwilling to hand the Conservatives a majority in the Commons.

But with the speech comes another threat of a snap election. It must pass muster with grumbling opposition
parties who want an end to the combat mission in Afghanistan.

Just hours before Harper was to board a plane to Australia to meet with Asia—Pacific leaders, he issued a
statement saying he had informed Gov. Gen. Michaelle Jean of his intentions.

"Now it's time to launch the next phase of our mandate," Harper said.

"Strong leadership, focused on results, will continue to guide our Government as we work to make our
country even stronger and even better for all of Canada's families."

Harper's first throne speech, delivered last April, was a tight plan focused principally on five priorities such as
lowering the GST by one percentage point.

Once the threat of a spring election passed this year, the Conservatives were left with a nearly empty to—do
list.

Government House Leader Peter Van Loan chalked that up to a minority government that has well outlasted
the time frame most people expected.

"We're now moving on to a longer—term phase with what we intend to do for the next two years until an
election date," said Van Loan.

"It will certainly be a speech that looks at long—term priorities." Themes expected to be touched on in the
speech include the environment and Canadian sovereignty, particularly in the North.

The opposition, meanwhile, is focused on what Harper will say about the military mission in Afghanistan.

The minority government could fall if the three opposition parties do not vote in favour of the speech.
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Harper has already promised to put the question of continuing the deployment past February, 2009 to the
Commons. Liberal Leader Stephane Dion said yesterday he wants to hear Harper say specifically what the
question will be and how his own MPs intend to vote.

"We, as Liberals, can't support a Speech from the Throne without knowing where we're going with this war,"
Dion told reporters.

Proroguing Parliament — the act of ending a session — also entails a host of other complications, chief among
them the fate of pieces of legislation that were still on the order paper.

Ontario Attorney General Michael Bryant lashed out at the Tories for not waiting to prorogue until a series of
anti—crime bills had passed the Senate.

"Killing the justice bills makes a mockery of the Harper government's supposed commitment to fighting
crime," Bryant told The Canadian Press.

Van Loan said the government would examine possible bills that could be resurrected, including bills that
raise the age of sexual consent and introduce mandatory sentences for gun crimes.

Bringing the legislation back involves an Order of Parliament that must be initiated by the government, and
needs majority approval in the House.

The Liberals and NDP have pushed for an environmental bill, C-30, to be returned.

Harper plans throne speech; It's time to launch next phase of mandate, PM says 14
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EDMONTON - They're jokingly called "tour babies" — the crop of children that seems to appear during and
after military tours of duty overseas.

Agencies that support military families across Canada say they've noticed signs of a baby boom in the wake of
major deployments to Afghanistan — a rising demand for infant care and swelling numbers of pregnant

women joining support groups on the home bases.

"I've seen lots of new little babies in the last little while," said Beth Corey, executive director of the Military
Family Resource Centre at CFB Gagetown, N.B., home to about 4,000 soldiers.

Groups of five or six military wives, many of them pregnant, have regularly gathered for coffee over the
summer to talk about their spouses' deployment to Afghanistan and to compare notes on their due dates.

"They were all about a month or two apart from each other," Corey said an interview Tuesday.

Soldiers from Gagetown trained at CFB Wainwright in Alberta last fall for this year's Afghanistan mission,
and that's when Corey began to notice a lot of pregnant women.

"We kind of joked around and called them the 'Wainwright babies,' "she said.

Many of the Gagetown soldiers are young, just starting their families, so that could also help account for a
boom in pregnancies. Return ceremonies, which began at Gagetown in July and just wrapped up on Saturday,
routinely saw wives bringing babies born during the deployment to meet their daddies for the first time.

"There's something about that reunion stuff," Corey said. "Absence certainly makes the heart grow fonder."

Capt. Mark Peebles began to notice a lot of babies and young children at Edmonton Garrison when he
returned from a tour of duty in Afghanistan last summer.

"I've heard the term a couple of times, that so—and—so is a tour baby. It's not uncommon either before or right
after a tour that families have another addition," he said.

Peebles, 33, and his wife Kimberley, already had a seven—month—old son, Thomas, when he was sent to
Afghanistan in February 2006. Less than 48 hours before he left, he found out that his wife was pregnant

again.

"It gave me some trepidation, because I'm leaving her alone with a seven—month—old and she's pregnant and
it's going to be that way for seven months," he said.

He arrived home in August 2006 and his son Luke was born in October. "The guys talk amongst each other,
and sometimes family planning takes a back seat to the heat of the moment when you come home. It's not
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unheard of."

Rosa Parlin, executive director of the Military Family Resource Centre at Edmonton Garrison, said the
centre's nursery now has a waiting list of up to two years.

"We've never seen a wait list like that," she said.

"We tell people as soon as they get pregnant, 'If you're thinking of going back to work, put your name on the
list.""

The centre's daycare can take a total of 90 kids, including 12 babies. Up until about three years ago, it would
often offer unused spaces to civilian families. Not anymore, said Parlin.

"Now it's straight military."

Military tours, more babies: Coincidence? 16
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The Chronicle Herald calls the presence of Surete du Quebec undercover cops at the Montebello summit "a
minor incident" ("Inquiry? Not yet," Aug. 28 editorial). Wrong.

First, it is likely the three officers were agents provocateurs. If they were, the police were conspiring to incite
violence.

Second, the fact that they were masked and dressed as hood—lums and one carried a rock could well have
inspired an angry protester to take a violent step. In that case, the Surete would have incited violence even had
they not intended to. Simply the presence of these officers in the crowd put people at risk of harm.

Third, suppose the undercover cops had gone undetected. Even so, their presence in the crowd as
rock—wielding miscreants for all to see would have stained the protest. If the officers were simply there in the
service of crowd control, they need not have been masked and in full leather regalia. This might seem a small
point, but it brings us to the fourth point, which isn't small at all. We have here a case of police being used, or
using themselves, for political ends.

The Herald might well be right that a full public inquiry into the conduct of the Surete du Quebec would
neither get to the bottom of things nor help to reform police behaviour. So what will? Tough reporting and
editorializing would be a step in the right direction. I'm not expecting The Chronicle Herald to take the lead.

Mark Mercer, Halifax

In the article "Violence in their veins" (Aug. 29) Coun. Dawn Sloane says she is concerned about the
randomness of the violent attacks that took place on the Commons and at the Forum.

Ultimately, no violence can be justified unless it is in self—defence. But in our society, and our world for that
matter, violence is used as a means to impose ways of life on other people, make economic gain and to scare
others into submission if they dare stand up.

The prime example of such a violent force in the world is the U.S. The violence it has used in just the past
decade is horrific. Its double standards in justifying such violence are even more horrifying. If, in such a
world, where the U.S. can bomb and impose embargoes on innocent people to the tune of over 100,000 deaths
in Iraq, Afghanistan and elsewhere — not to mention the suffering caused — how can we even begin to address
violence on our streets?

The U.S. and even our own government say violence is justified when it suits their aims. How can we accept
that? If Coun. Sloane wants to address the use of violence, we must address those who teach it, exemplify it,

glorify it and use it as a means to an end in front of the whole world!

Kevin Corkill, Halifax
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I am shocked that four years in prison is considered an appropriate sentence for the crime of rape (Aug. 29
story). International news has been giving attention to the frequency of rape in many countries around the
world and their struggles to have rape taken seriously by their local authorities. These articles come from
countries such as Afghanistan and Sierra Leone and I have always felt lucky to live in Canada in this respect.

After reading the Aug. 29 front page, I feel nothing but confusion and shock. I thought that as Canadians, we
were better protected by our judicial system. I thought Canada took rape seriously.

According to this particular story, a man rapes a 12—year—old girl at knifepoint, is given a four—year prison
sentence and this is felt to be a condemnation of rape. Four years in prison is an inconvenience. It is nothing

compared to the pain inflicted upon the individual raped.

Concurrent to this front—page report is one regarding the rise of violence for the sake of violence here in
Halifax. Well, of course. Young offenders and adults alike can get away with it.

Michelle Hollett, Peggys Cove
Re: "Potty training from birth" (Aug. 29).

I am so pleased to find that there are mothers in this generation who want to get their babies out of diapers as
soon as possible. These bulky, expensive, non—recyclable items manufactured these days make no sense!

Some 50 years ago, when my children were babies, a diaper was a piece of cloth which, when soiled, had to
be washed and dried for reuse — a big chore. I soon learned to read the "signs" when something was going to
"happen," and got the child to the potty, using some cute phrase for the activity which soon became a
"password." There never was any big deal made of "training," but by the age of one, they managed to
communicate their needs to stay clean!

My apologies to the diaper industry, and congratulations to the "diaper—free" movement!

Zuze Aleksis, Halifax
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OTTAWA - Prime Minister Stephen Harper moved to open a fresh chapter in the life of his minority
government, announcing Tuesday he would begin a new session of Parliament on Oct. 16 with a revised set of
priorities outlined in a throne speech.

This new policy framework, which is expected to focus heavily on economic issues, will serve as an
enticement to voters who so far have seemed unwilling to hand the Conservatives a majority in the Commons.

But with the speech comes another threat of a snap election. It must pass muster with grumbling opposition
parties who want an end to the combat mission in Afghanistan.

Just hours before Harper was to board a plane to Australia to meet with Asia—Pacific leaders, he issued a
statement saying he had informed Gov.—Gen Michaelle Jean of his intentions.

"Now it's time to launch the next phase of our mandate," Harper said.

"Strong leadership, focused on results, will continue to guide our Government as we work to make our
country even stronger and even better for all of Canada's families."

Harper's first throne speech, delivered last April, was a tight plan focused principally on five priorities such as
lowering the GST by one percentage point. Once the threat of a spring election passed this year, the

Conservatives were left with a nearly empty to—do list.

Government House Leader Peter Van